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How to answer St Andup’s uplifting call
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Being a StandUp Diocese

together against poverty and for the
UN Millennium Development Goals
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Being a StandUp Diocese is a no-cost, simple, and uplifting idea for everyone to show solidarity with the poor of the world.  It’s packed with valuable benefits – for diocesan teams, parishioners, clergy, schools, RE and PHSE teachers, governors, parents - and the bishop.
The background?  Each autumn sees the follow-on to MakePovertyHistory - 50 Days of Global Action Against Poverty.  The 50 Days are steered by the United Nations Millennium Campaign and the Global Call to Action Against Poverty – a coalition of thousands of organisations and millions of individuals.  The climax is in mid-October – around 17 October, the UN Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  The common thread is to stand up together and take action against poverty.  Last year 116 million people took part, in over 130 countries. 
In England, CAFOD Schools Volunteer Hugh Gibbons got 17000+ pupils and staff to join in during the school day on 17 October, sharing pledges in solidarity with the poor.  Many schools followed through with letters to government.  
This year, Hugh is taking StandUps much wider – all across England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland – and aiming to engage all schools and congregations of all faiths, sensibly and sensitively.  You’ll be able to be part of a powerful, peaceful and thoughtful rally – without taking to the streets in a noisy march.
However, to spread the good word economically and in good time needs help.  And that’s where dioceses can lend a helping hand to Hugh.  By declaring yourselves a StandUp Diocese you become the main channel of StandUp communication to all parishes and schools.  Pretty much everything is drafted for you by Hugh, ready to send out.
In return, you get a full recognition with your own Diocese page on the Just1 StandUps website.
This is what’s involved. 
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How the Bishop and your Education and other diocesan teams 
can be a simple helping hand for Hugh
[image: image5.wmf]Send a good news letter or e-mail to all your parishes and schools for their newsletters, noticeboards and websites.  For example:

“You’ll be delighted to know that we’ve decided to become a StandUp Against Poverty Diocese.  It’s assumed you’ll want to join in this wonderfully warm-hearted and ecumenical activity.  It’s voluntary, and you don’t have to take part if you don’t want.  But most will, and are now automatically enrolled as a StandUp School or Parish.  The only requirement is to stand up together and share some simple Promises to the Poor during an ordinary school day or service - schools at any time on Friday 16 October 2009 or the first suitable day before, and parishes in church on Saturday and Sunday 17-18 October.  You’ll be one of many great StandUp gatherings not only in this country but in 130+ countries elsewhere – sharing values and voices with over a hundred million people.  Get full information and posters and other material at www.just1.org.uk  Many thanks – and Well Done in advance.”

Calculate and send to Hugh soon the Diocese StandUp Count: it’s your best guesstimate of how many people are like to stand up on 16-18 October - ie the total numbers of pupils and staff in schools, and total of everyone you think likely to attend church services that weekend.  The figures are probably basic diocesan data.  To the nearest 10,000 is fine!
Send to Hugh soon the basic public domain information on your schools for him to set out on your StandUp Diocese webpage – eg an Excel or Word list of School name, location, rough numbers of pupils and staff in the school, and their website URL.  Ideally, also send an e-mail contact for the school – but what’s in the public domain such as secretary or head (NB only for use with StandUp reminders and updates).  See www.just1.org.uk/standupschools for other information.

Send Hugh soon a short message for inclusion on your Diocese page on the StandUps website.
In mid-September, mail or e-mail to schools and parishes the suggested Pastoral Postcard of Promises – ready to be read out on the day.  Details can be found at www.just1.org.uk/promises.
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