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RE/PSHE/Citizenship/Social Justice 
for schools & colleges

to join in and enjoy during 2010
ANYONE who works with UK schools and colleges knows they’ve become a national habitat for concern and involvement with social justice and global poverty and inequality.  They’re great examples of caring about the world they’re going to share.
With this in mind, Hugh Gibbons of Just1 has created the simple unfussy activities below in which all schools are welcome to join.  They’re all easy to arrange and run; need no budget or loads of paper; fit well with others; and aren’t a big call on anyone’s time.  Each can also bring in other groups of people.  

And they’re full of good stories to share with local and national press or radio, families, governments – and the poor of the world. 
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Spring Up: Acclaim Campaigners on Wednesday 24 March or any day that week is a new Just1 companion piece to Stand Up Against Poverty.  The idea is for all Years in UK schools to have a day when they can honour and applaud all those organisations, groups and individuals worldwide who campaign for social justice and against global poverty.  Any time during the day - or that week - schools are invited to share a short and simple tribute to campaigners in a simple ceremony that allows you to acknowledge your own favourite campaigners such as aid and development agencies.  Many schools may want to use the occasion for other actions in support of campaigners. Why 24 March?  It’s Romero Day – a reminder of the life and legacy of one much-loved champion of human rights Archbishop Oscar Romero, in El Salvador – assassinated on this Spring day in 1980.  So one suggestion is for everyone to do a drawing of a candle to hold - as they spring up and acclaim campaigners! (Or be a plant, waving…)
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The annual echo of  
MakePovertyHistory when  
tens of thousands of UK pupils and staff 
stand up to be counted alongside tens of
millions of people worldwide

STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY on 15 October or that weekend repeats the idea that’s proved to be a very popular event for many UK schools.  It’s the day when they join in a worldwide demonstration of solidarity against poverty – in 2009, alongside 175 million people took part over three days associated with the UN Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  In UK schools, homes, and churches, more than 100,000 people arranged a few minutes to share the Just1 Promises to the Poor based on the UN Millennium Development Goals.  For 2010, the Promises are much the same, but with some extra affirmation for all taking part.   In addition they’ll be available in a slideshow format as well as on paper – both downloadable – for showing in class or assembly.  Once again, many hundreds of UK schools are expected to take part.  Many will also use the day as a peg on which to create many of their own activities to do with standing up against poverty and inequality.  

A brilliant innovation - ideal PSHE/RE and
Citizenship Studies in schools and colleges
WEIGH UP YOUR MP is a major addition available to help many activities in thousands of schools across the UK.  It’s packed with benefits for pupils and teachers, their local communities, relations with their constituency MPs, the country as a whole, and the poor of the world. 

Following the General Election in 2010, schools invite all 650 MPs to volunteer to keep a simple record of his or her actions for worldwide social justice.  MPs publish this on their websites in April 2011.  In May/June, pupils inspect and assess this record, and award the MP up to 5 stars.  This rating is then published on the Just1 website, giving details of the average ratings by all schools, and the ranking of each MP.  Local and national media are bound to be interested in a good story that shows schools and MPs in a good light. 
NB Do nothing at present while the logistics are being sorted – but maybe make a big note!
A special new day for pupils and staff to unite and honour and applaud our organisations, groups and individuals campaigning against global poverty, inequality and injustice





More on these at � HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk/schools" �www.just1.org.uk/schools�








