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On this Spring day – or any suitable one this week - Just1’s Spring Up offers schools of all sorts a few minutes of simple-to-arrange PSHCE/RE activity in assembly or class.
Together, you can reflect and focus on, applaud and honour 
those often unsung organisations, groups and individuals who speak out and take action for human rights, social justice, 
equality, respect and other issues across the world
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SCHOOLS SPRING UP ON 24 MARCH – Romero Day - has been created as a companion to the very popular Just1 Schools StandUp Against Poverty in mid-October.  It has the same simple format – a few minutes’ reflection for everyone to join in, whether in assembly or classroom.  With strong PSHE/RE associations, it’s also strong background to the great work of so many pupils and staff and families.  





Spring Up offers schools of all sorts a good way to spring up and show their ethos, values, and respect for the millions of people worldwide who lend their voice to ending poverty, injustice and inequality.  





The process below is designed for teachers to use in classroom or assembly.  NB1 Nothing is sacrosanct. If you want to change things to suit the school – perhaps to include the school’s favourite examples of organisations – you’re very welcome to do so.  An editable slideshow version is also available – at � HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk/springup" �www.just1.org.uk/springup�. 





NB1 March 24 is an appropriate date each year.  It’s the anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero.  He was a much-loved champion of human rights in El Salvador, and a symbol for campaigners everywhere.  Indeed, he’s one of the 20th century martyrs depicted in statues above the Great West Door in Westminster Abbey.  So Spring Up is a simple nationwide contribution to his memory and legacy, as well as appreciation for millions of campaigners today. 





NB2 For Stand Up Against Poverty on 15 October, and the new Schools Weigh Up Your MP see � HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk/schools" �www.just1.org.uk/schools�. 





Many thanks – and well done for taking part.  





��THE SPRING UP CEREMONY�If you can, bring along a drawing of a candle - or an imaginary one to hold up!  Or be a plant springing up!


�FIRST, LET’S THINK WHY AND HOW PEOPLE CAMPAIGN


Today we are joining other schools to spring up and acclaim campaigners – the millions of people across the world who work for social justice and human rights, and against poverty. 





What is campaigning?  It’s when people get together to speak out and take action on behalf of others – to change something for the better.  We do that because it makes their lives better – and our own.  Romero said “Aspire not to have more but to be more”.  Campaigning is a way to be more. 





Why do people of all ages campaign?  Because by acting together they can put pressure on others to make better decisions – governments, politicians, business leaders, and other people who have power.





How do people campaign?  Sometimes they write letters, or send e-mails, or sign petitions.  Sometimes they go out together and rally on the streets.  Sometimes they speak out on the radio or TV.  Sometimes they campaign just by telling others – families, friends – in person or on-line. 








�  �  � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.hellasmultimedia.com/webimages/anim-htm/images/applause.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


LET’S NOW HONOUR AND ACCLAIM CAMPAIGNERS


Let’s honour first those in humanitarian aid agencies around the world. Through their local partners they provide emergency relief and long-term development.  But they also constantly create and drive campaigns against poverty, injustice and inequality.  We think, for example, of* CAFOD/SCIAF/Trocaire, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Tearfund, Action Aid, Islamic Relief, Save the Children.  So shall we too acclaim them?  YES!  (with lots of applause!) �


Let’s now honour the people in organisations dedicated to campaigning.  In the UK, we have, for example, the FairTrade Foundation, the Trade Justice Movement, the Jubilee Debt Campaign, the Climate Change Coalition – and they have their counterparts in many countries.  Tens of millions of people support the Global Call to Action Against Poverty and the United Nations Millennium Campaign.  So shall we too acclaim them?  YES!�


Let’s now honour the people in those organisations which have a campaign wing.  In this country, we have the example of The Co-operative Movement, the Salvation Army, and trade unions.  And everywhere, people in churches and faith groups not only speak out but take action to make poverty history.  Shall we too acclaim them?  YES!�


Next, let’s honour pupils and staff in schools and colleges like ours.  In this country and elsewhere, most set a great example of commitment to social justice.  Shall we too acclaim them?  YES!�


And now let’s honour everyone else who speaks out against poverty and injustice and inequality.  Let’s think of the ordinary people who turn out for rallies, or who send letters or postcards or emails or join petitions to governments or businesses.  Or who take other action. Shall we too acclaim them?  YES!�


Finally, shall we too promise to support and even to be campaigners?  YES?  While we’re still at school?  YES! And when we leave?  YES!  And throughout our lives?  YES!





Many thanks to you all.  Now let’s acclaim ourselves for joining in on this Spring day.  Let’s turn to each other and give ourselves a big round of applause and say Well Done for Springing Up to Acclaim Campaigners. 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk/schools" �www.just1.org.uk/schools�
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