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WEIGH UP YOUR MP is a remarkable new concept that many pupils, staff and MPs will like and want to support.  It’s an ideal practical exercise for PSHE/Citizenship studies in Years 4/5 and KS3&4.  And it complements all the energy and concern that that so many schools give for the fight against poverty, inequality and injustice among the world’s family of peoples.





Weigh Up is planned to start a little after the 2010 General Election.  The 646 MPs will have busy agendas.  But many people – schools included - will want to make sure that MPs don’t lose sight of the UK’s commitments on social justice - tackling global poverty and inequality.  So to maintain awareness and involvement, the idea is…�


STAGE 1 Shortly after the General Election, schools invite their constituency MP to volunteer to set up and maintain an annual public record of his or her actions against world poverty and for social justice (probably as a regular activity of local staff.)


STAGE 2 MPs publish this record on their constituency website by the end of April 2011.  (It’s left to the MP to decide what goes on his or her record.)  They also register with Just1. 


STAGE 3 In May/June 2011, schools inspect the record on the website – along with any other local experience – and together agree and award the MP a Social Justice Rating – up to 3 Stars.  (Schools decide their own criteria for the rating and how they involve classes and staff.) 


STAGE 4 Schools register their MP’s Rating with Just1 on-line for it to be posted on a special new webpage in July 2011.  This will list all MPs - showing their average rating, ranking out of 646, and names of schools joining in.  At a suitable time that term or next, schools can comment on the ratings and invite their MP to do the same - year after year!








NB Don’t do anything just yet.  One item to be arranged is the actual working of Just1 database of MPs – able to handle entries by upwards of 20,000 schools a year.  And then there’s an election to get through! But you might begin to plan your actions – and spread the word.





Weigh Up is simple and quick to arrange and run, needs no budget, has high value as an exercise in good citizenship and community cohesion, and is suitable for most schools. Weigh Up Your MP has been created by Hugh Gibbons of Just1 as a useful help to schools.  Just1 is a one-person, not-for-profit, non-political, independent organisation with miniscule funding.  Its origins lie in CAFOD, the much respected Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, in which Hugh is a Schools Volunteer.  Just1 lets him range wider across communities in the whole UK.
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EXAMPLE Constituency: Weighville South


MP: Pat Standup; Independent; since 2010; Majority: 2134; Percentage of vote: 51%


MP’s Website for Social Justice Action Record: � HYPERLINK "http://www.standup-weighvsouth.org.uk/poverty" �www.standup-weighvsouth.org.uk/poverty�


Social Justice Star Rating by Constituency Schools


Average of Stars Awarded this MP: 2.32


Average of Stars for all MPs: 1.87


Ranking of this MP (out of 646): 127


No of schools in constituency assessing: 49


Total of pupils assessing this MP: 4842


Total of staff/other adults assessing: 1063


Total all UK schools assessing: 26,214


Total all UK pupils assessing: 6.213 million


Total UK staff/others assessing: 521, 324





Weigh Up has many benefits all round, including…


Good for pupils and teachers as a very practical end enjoyable annual exercise in good citizenship and community action.  The story will be a great talking point to share with families and friends – and the local and national press.  


Good for local communities as they get local information of a national activity with a very warm-hearted global humanitarian angle.


Good for MPs because it offers a really strong opportunity to rebuild public trust, provide a public showcase of their actions on a topic with which young people have a special affinity, and store up a good story to share with the media


Good for the UK as a whole, as it will help develop appreciation and understanding between parliament and the electorate of today and tomorrow. 


Good for the poor of the world, aid agencies, and campaigners, because it will provide a fine flow of moral support and solidarity.





WEIGH UP has the potential to be the UK biggest ever collective voice and action on humanitarian concerns.  And it matches the KS3 & 4 curriculum for England & Wales.  “Citizenship addresses issues relating to social justice, human rights, community cohesion and global interdependence, and encourages pupils to challenge injustice, inequalities and discrimination.  It helps young people to develop their critical skills, consider a wide range of political, social, ethical and moral problems, and explore opinions and ideas other than their own.” 











� HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk/schools" �www.just1.org.uk/schools�





The great united schools inspection of social justice actions by Members of the new UK Parliament


�A brilliant annual PSHCE activity for �Years 4-12 as tomorrow’s citizens assess �the public record on world poverty and


social justice of their constituency MP�since the General Election of 2010





� HYPERLINK "http://www.just1.org.uk" �www.just1.org.uk�











