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GUIDE FOR SCHOOLS & OTHERS 
joining in the Just1StandUps Against Poverty 2009
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A SIMPLE HELPING HAND




Many thanks for being interested in what you should find a moving experience – very much in line with your values and ethos, and reaching out to the world in an unusual way.  You’ll just need to find a few minutes during the ordinary day.  NB It’s all free, and nothing is sacrosanct.  If you feel you’d like to adjust the Promises or the Introduction to suit, please do so.  And if you’d like to be counted in the Guinness World Record, simply enrol via Just1 or directly at www.standagainstpoverty.org
Just one requirement: stand up and share the Promises to the Poor in assembly or classroom
· Schools probably on 16 October or just before

· Other communities on Friday-Sunday 16-18 October
They can be read out by one person or several. Or all can join in from the sheets – perhaps with Years 4-6 facing the others?  It’s quite a nice idea for those in school to take the Promises home to their families and get them to join in too.
To enrol as a Just1 StandUp School, just…
Email hughgibbons@just1.org.uk with basic information

· Full school name, type and address, 
· A preferred email contact (only for Just1 to know) such as Head, PSHE/RE co-ordinator, Secretary
· A very approximate Count – a guess at how many will be taking part – pupils, staff, parents, governors
· Any extra good info on eg overseas links, FairTrade
Eco-friendly extras – print only what you want
At www.just1.org.uk/standupdownloads, you’ll find : A4/A3 Posters (as above) for schools and parishes; A4 Sheets of the Promises as shown on the right, with 4 to a sheet, to photocopy and cut up; draft press releases for local papers; and drafts of letters to heads of government, as you…
Write out against poverty to governments
A simple action is to organise a collective letter from the school or parish to your head of government.  It’s not a petition – but to show good citizens believe in. 
Speak out against poverty to others around
Do yourselves some good in the eyes of local communities by getting the local press and radio, your MP or local councillor along.

Sing out against poverty!
Classes, schools, choirs and congregations might like to compose and perform their own melodies to the simple lyrics below – to sing solo or in massed choral activity.   
We stand up, we stand up
We stand up against poverty
We stand up, we stand up
Count on us.
Varying verses with We Speak Out, Shout Out, Sing Out 
(and, if you want: East, West, North, South)
Queries?  Contact Hugh Gibbons, Conductor of Just1 StandUps at  hughgibbons@just1.org.uk
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Fuller information? See  www.just1.org.uk/standups
Our Promises to the Poor�for sharing in schools and elsewhere �A suggested introduction you can change to suit your participants





Today, we’re all about to make history - to take part in a remarkable worldwide event.  We have many different voices, but we share the same message: stand up and speak out against poverty. 


 


Every year sees 50 Days of Global Action Against Poverty organised by the United Nations Millennium Campaign and the Global Call to Action Against Poverty.  Together they represent the voices of thousands of concerned organisations and tens of millions of people.  The climax of the 50 Days is now: this Friday, Saturday and Sunday when anyone, anywhere can show their support for the poor and Stand Up Against Poverty.  The days always include 17th October - the United Nations Day for the Eradication of Poverty.   


 


Last year nearly 117 million people took part, including over 60,000 in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland.  This year, with your help our contribution will be many times more standing up and speaking out – gathered in many schools and other places.  


 


And many will also want to write to governments - not with a petition but to tell them that the good citizens of today and tomorrow in this country have concerns and values that they want all governments to be aware of and respect.  





So now you're invited to make history – to stand up and share our Promises to the Poor.








�


Let's start by standing in silence for a few moments and listening for the voices of the poor coming from the east, west, north and south. 


Now let us say to the east, west, north and south why the poor can count on us


We promise to stand up for stopping extreme poverty and hunger So we speak out today for the billion people who go to bed hungry every night


We promise to stand up for reducing child mortality So we speak out today for the 30,000 children who each day die due to poverty


We promise to stand up for improving basic health So we speak out today for all people fighting diseases which ravage communities, for ensuring clean fresh water for everyone, and for the care of mothers in childbirth


We promise to stand up for promoting fairness, justice, and respect So we speak out today for all those working for peace and justice and human rights


We promise to stand up for primary education for all So we speak out for children everywhere so they will get a full course of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_education" \o "Primary education" �basic schooling�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/mdg/goal7.shtml" �We promise to stand up for �respecting the world’s resources  So we speak out for those people already suffering the effects of climate change, and for those working hard to ensure that the riches and benefits of our planet are shared by all


And finally we promise to stand up and speak out against poverty - again and again and again





Thank you.  Now let’s give each other a pat on the back and say Well Done for Standing Up Against Poverty.











